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THE CHB18T1AN THEATRE. 

A aennon preached by Edward Mason, at Fanrjertvflle, 
-*-Obk>, December 9th, 1888. 


TEXT—: "II* )« therefore followers of God'u dear chll- 


The word mitnetai, which has been translat- 
ed "follower," signifies suchas pereonate oth- 
er*, imitators, those who strive to resemble. 
This is done by assuming the gait, mode of 
Bpeeeh, and in fact, the general peculiarities of 
another whom we desire to represent, such as 
actors do on the stage when they personate 
other characters. It is from this Greek word 
that our English word mimic, is derived. 
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/e are continually acting out our true nu- 
ll re. It is by these actions that we manifest 
whaffwe are. 

Then, again, we notice that the imitative 
element enters into all human life. We are 
all creatures of imitation. There is but little, 
it any, originality^ about man. We borrow i 
from past generations. The capital we receive \ 
from our fathers, we hand over to our chih 
dren wjth probably a little interest. Ever' 
person baa bis ideal, which he imitates ar 
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Our text tells us who we are to if. 
We should truve a model that was iimnaeti 
late. No mat ter how good and great a man 
may become, he will surely have some failings 
atid weak lit Hses. So |Hvil1iur is our nature 
that weal must invariably imitate the weak- 
Uehhcs of those whom we consider great, M 
that it is really unsafe to take man as our 
great model, Paul says, "Be ye imitators of 
God." Now what do we know of God? 
How can we imitate God Y Who has pene- 
trated iu'o the hen v en* and seen God that, he 
can personate him on earth ? lie is .o far 
above our conception that we literally know 
nothing of him. Before the adveut o our 
'Lord JcsjU Christ, it wuuhl have beeu impos- 
sible for man to obey this injunction. 'I his is 
the immensity of God's love, that in iliefntlncs* 
of time he came to rescue man. Ilecam< as an 
example. Eighteen cent uric* ago Jesui said : 
"Follow me." That invitation has bee i echo- 
ed and re-echoed ever since. He rid not 
merely say, "Do thin, or do lhat," but, *do as 
I have done — follow me." He never asks us 
to do what he never did himself. We must 
imitate him. This, then, is our great model 
whom we are to personate. In following 
Jesus wc follow God, because he and the Fath- 
er are one. 

Having given us the model, Paul calls upon 
the Bona of men to act a part in this great 
dratna of Christian life. The question may 
be asked, who are to be the actors, and to 
whom ih the Apostle writing ? Relievers in 
Christ undoubtedly are the persona referred 
to. If any others act this part then they are 
hypocrites. Paul regarded every Christian in 
the capacity of* an actor. To be a good actor 
should btudy thoroughly the character we 
represent. We cannot personate a 
We canuoijkiitiw 
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WORK BEFORE US. 
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UV J. 11. WilHisT. 


While thore uiav be those whoimagine that 
the work tf reformation was completed whet> 
the Brethren throttled the tyrant tradition 
and crowned the pure gospel of Christ as "all 
in all," yet the more far-seeing ones know bet- 
ter. The work has just begun. The church 
of Christ never stood in need of busier hands 
and brains than now. We have righteously 
hurled back to Satan his rubbish, and now 
conies the pleasing task of demonstrating the 
superiority of the "gospel alone" as a guide in 
all things pertaining to salvation. 
■ Christ's system is best only so far as it is 
superior in making men and women bettor 
than some annual meeting aystem, or a sys- 
tem made by uninspired men. The tree must 
be judged by its fruits henceforth. I was 
happy to observe that the Brethren at South 
Waterloo, Iowa, had organized a number ol 
prayer meetings, as they said, "to keep the 
members busy ; to give them something to 
do. 1 ' They have observed that if "an empty 
head ia the devil's workshop," an idle church 
may be the devil's metropolis, _ As far back 
as we can remember the average church mem- 
ber had nothing to do but attend church when 
the weather permitted, and get his charges 
ready in the meantime for the next visit, 
which meant another mean time at the quar- 
terly council that always followed. But we 
digress, as this was not according to the Gos- 
pel of Christ, but according to the* "minutes" 
and we bad no right to expect anything better. 
A fountain cannot rise above its head, and if 
it has a human head it will not have to rise 
much. At leaat there was not much encour- 
agement to rise above* a formality that bore 
human ear mark* and a passive submission to 


the will of the flesh, ajidoften not of your own 
flesh, either. 

Now the gospel leads in a different direc- 
tion ; it leads upwards. Its work is tangible 
and perceivable. It makes men "peculiar — 
zealous of good works," while its counterfeit 
contemporary makes men "peculiar" — *. #., 
somewhat oddly attired. Hark the difference. 
See which is most kindly disposed, most un- 
selfish, and most zealous in assisting the great 
influence of the age for the good of men. In 
marking this difference, please do not look for 
it as manifested between men of kindred spir 
its, because even lions are kind to each other ; 
but look at it as manifested between spirits 
that are not kindred — made so by the power 
of traditions. 

Ask for a meeting house in which to preach 
the unadulterated word of God ; ask for an 
equitable division of church property your 
money helped make ■ and then atk that bap- 
tism be recognized as valid when administer- 
ed just as Christ directed, and note the an- 
swer. 

The one will say certainly,' that is what the 
house was built for, while the other will bolt 
the door. Question : Which manifests the 
spirit of Christ ? 

To the secoud proposition, one says, you can 
certainly have the use of the house if you will 
alternate with us in usingVt ; the other says, 
no sir, though you paid half or two thirds of 
the money necessary to build it, you can't bave 
the use of it except "foi funerals. 

To the third, one says, yes, if baptism is ad- 
ministered as Christ directed, it is valid ; the 
other says no, it is not valid unless adminis- 
tered as Christ directed, mid bv a regularly 
authorised minister of the — church. 

Just see. Now we do not record these facts 
to show how we are persecuted, but to show 
the difference of the fruit grown on different 
trees. If the fruit of the creed tree be dis- 
honesty, selfishness, bigotry, &o. t the tree 
ought to be grubbed -out. If the fruit of the 
gospel tree is better it ought to be encourag- 
ed, if the tree bears no fruit — but it always 
does. 

Now, the great work before us is to heal up 
the welts and scars- made by the old yoke. 
The yoke rested pretty hard on active char- 
ity, spirituality, and christian courtesy, so 
much so that their vitality is about destroyed, 
while the gospel yoke which should bave rest- 
ed upon selfishness, egotism, and dogmatism, 
was hung upon the other and, hence, its mis- 
sion was made void. "Faith without works 
is dead, being alone." The works necessary, 
however, to constitute a living faith are not 
simply to observe the ordinance of feet- wash 
ing, the Lord's Supper, Salutation, &c, as is 
generally preached. They are to feed the 
hungry, cl .'the the naked, do good, &c. See 
James 2 : 15, 17. All have a work to do and 
now is the time to do it. If the young ladies 
are invited to engage in some department of 
church work they will do a vast amount of 
good ; if not, they will be tempted while forc- 
ed to be idle, to bang their hair and grow 
more in fashion than in grsce. But whose 
fault will it be ? Manifestly the fault of tbos? 
who will not encourage them to work, and 
commit the greater wrong by growling at 
them, tattling and gossiping about them. If 
the good sisters of mature age will take the 
matter in hand and move just as the gospel 
directs them, there will be no criminal super- 
fluity ol dress among the young sisters, II 
the brethren dothe same with the young men, 
they will all be sober, earnest, christian work- 
ers. 

Under any other than the gospel system, 
some of the outward superfluities might be 
wrenched off a little more expeditiously, but 
the harm done would be tenfold greater than 
the benefit sought. The harm would come to 
both the offender and the offended. It would 
pierce the very heart of the offender, and also 
make a coarse, hard hearted, busybody of the 
offended. 

The trouble is the gospel method is not un 
derstood because not thoroughly studied. 
Study it. You will find there a remedy that 
will cure every defect, instead of snipping it 
off as a wart with a pincers, to bleed a while, 
get sore, then' grow much broader than before 
if not qnite so high. 

Give all the members some work to do. 
Encourage them to work. Make them feet 
that they each have an individual work to per- 
form that is vital to the prosperity of the 
church. Elders can afford to divide the hon- 
ors. They have much to do, but not nearly 
all of it. When ail get to working "with 
God," there will be no idle elders hunting no- 
toriety, no charges against members, no 
drones ; but all superfluities, all criminal in 
diligences, all wrong doings will be reformed, 
cured, healed, as a part of the church work 
which is according to the gospel and will of 
God, and is preferable to turning them over 
to the devil for reformation. A church that 
cannot reform its evil doers without the assis- 
tance of Satan as its nurse and physician looks 
very human externally and internally. Who 


would not rather belong to a system that 
wholly discards the company and assistance 
of Satan. 


ANOTHER ABUSE THAT MUST BE AVOIDED. 
by w. i. a. aowitur. 

I am much . pleased with brother P. J, f 
Brown's pointed article, in No, 49 of Brxth- ■ 
iikkh Evangelist. The article is rendered 
so unselfishly, and yet so telling. 

The abuse we have reference to in this arti- 
cle refers to our tendency to "soft soap" unre- 
alities. The German Baptists and the "Breth- 
ren" are to all intents and purpose two distinct 
organizations, in the Christian world, and it is 
a fearful abuse of our obligations toward the 
outside world, not to recognize that fact. Do 
we expect people to blindly rush into the 
church in our efforts to persuade them to unite 
with us ? If so, we decidedly place too low an 
estimate upon the intelligence aft the age and . 
country we live in. • ' ~ * 

Unprejudiced minds think for themselves 
and propose to choose their own leaders. Paul 
urges the necessity of giving our trumpet a 
certain sound. This "milk and water" poli- 
cy tends to leave people in the dark. In join- 
ing a church they desire to know, and ought 
to know what they are doing ; what church 
they are joining. 

We bave people in our county who could 
not be induced to unite with the German 
Baptist church, and there may be some who 
would prefer their fellowship, but not that of 
the "Brethren." In our immediate vicinity 
( Brown County, Kansai) there are German 
Baptist ministers who, for effect, upon unin- 
formed minds arc now parading, apparently 
in a siprit of exultation, the "Brethren a" mot- i 
to : "The gospel, the whole gospel, and noth- 
ing but the gospel,'' and in all candor they 
ought to be ashamed of themselves, while keep- 
ing the Brethren at arms length. We de- 
pire to say to our brethren, that whilst we 
should treat them with Christian courte- 
sy, by attending their meetings, and in every 
other lespect, we should avoid being partakers 
of their sins, in thus deceiving the public We 
should, nay we must, let the public know the 
dpTerence between us. However unpleasant 
such a labor may be to us, it is all the same 
or n duty. In their past expulsions in 
this county, they acted (they themselves 
will testify to the fact) upon other than gospel 
grounds, and shall we permit and even assist 
them now in "whitewashing'' this fact before 
the outside world? They say "There is so 
much trouble in the chnich." I presume they 
speak the truth ; but, brethren, are we partic- 
ipants in that trouble, when in the "Brethren" 
Church, (at least in this vicinity) there is at 
this time at least, nothing found but love en- 
throned upon Christian truth and affection. 
We may do bo unconsciously, but brethren, as 
it was said of Ephraim : "He is joined to his 
idols, let him alone," so we should say to our 
German Baptist brethren, and herald forth the 
tkuth to the world, as to the relative posi- . 
t ions occupied by us and the Gei man Baptists. 
We and they are no nearer one and the same 
church, than we and the Methodists ara The 
one may have more of the form, but I honest- 
ly belie vr that the other has more of the spirit 
of Godliness. Brethren, in order to success 
this abuse of our own and the rights of others 
must be avoided. By not avoiding it we be- 
come a reproach and laughingstock hefore the 
world, and instead of gaining men to Christ 
we'll be the means, by our inconsistent "milk 
anil water" policy, to drive them into the ranks 
ol Ingersoll, Biecher, &c., &c. 

If the "order" and "mandates of Annual 
Meeting" are God, serve it and ihem. On 
the other hand, it the gospel is sufficient, take 
it for your guide ; but whichever way you 
insy choose be consistent. Men who use the 
Brethren's motto ought to break that "Jockey 
stick" and prove their faith by their works. 
how inconsistent, to bo ashamed or afraid to 
define oar position, and to defend our creed. 
We unhesitatingly affirm that the creed adopt- 
ed by the Brethren needs neither revision, 
nor the seal of any conference, and with shame 
should blush the. man who dares to uphold 
such a priy ik ge for a human conference. 
"Precious Bible how I love tbee,'' 

Mutritt, Kans. 

MU8ING9.- NO. 1. 

BT J. W.SMOl'SE. 

S'n rolls its warm, sparkling, but poisonous 
current through the veins of all. Man every- 
where is in moral ruin. "From the-crown of 
his head to the bou! of bis foot," &c. Human- 
ity is in a sad condition. Instead of navigat- 
ing the sea of life with truth for its guiding- 
star and heaven for its destination, it is lying 
in ruins amid rocks and sands. In musing 
upon the desolation of humanity our ears ire 
greeted with the invitation : "Come vnio me 
and live," The earnestness of God tor man's 
recovery is fully expressed in the gift of his 
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